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Meeting Notice
by Joe Shuplenls, WA3IHK

The September meeting of the Quad
County Amateur Radio Club will be held on
Friday, September 21 at 7:30 p.m. The
meeting will be held at the DuBoIs
Sheraton Inn, just north of the DuBoIs
Mallon route 255.

On the agenda: Nominations for the
OCtober elections, and picnic planning.
The program will be presented by our own
Bryan Simanic, WA3UFN who will discuss the
Amateur Radio Emergency Service.

Plan on attending, and bring a
friend! Non-hams are welcome, too!!!

*QCARC*
QCARC Fall Picnic _.__ . ..
by Joe Shupienis, WA3IHK

The 1984 QCARC Fall picnic will be
held on Sunday, September 23 beginning at
2:00 p.m. The location is at the usual
field day site, owned by Ed Golla, WA3GMT,
on PA 310, 4 miles south of ReynoldsvIlle.

The club will be providing free hot
dogs and condiments, and soft drinks. If
possible, bring a salad dIsh (potato
salad, cole slaw, beans, etc.).

Enjoy the colored leaves and early
Fall atmosphere, and bring the family!!!
All are welcome. And yes, bring that
radio, too!!!

*QCARC*
For anyone interested in reading up

on aurora (the subject of last month's
program), the November 1983 edition of QST
has a one page article. There is also a
very good color picture of what was
depicted in the video presentatIon on
aurora. This can be found on page 15 of
QST for November, 1983. (WA3UFN)

*QCARC*

Minutes of the August Meeting
by Bryan Slmanlc, WA30FN

The regular meeting of the Quad
County Amateur Radio Club was called to
order August 17, 1984, by President
WA3IHK.

The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and approved.

TREASURER REPORT-
COMMITTEE REPORTS- Plans are being

formulated to have novice classes and an
upgrade class. Nothing is ,definite but
classes will probably begIn In the fall. A
Volunteer Examiner Team will be formed by
interested Extra and Advanced class hams
of the QCARC. The first exams are to be
scheduled for January 1985, by the QCARC
VE Team. The VE Team will be coordinating
their exams through the ARRL VEC.

OLD BUSINESS- A question was raised
concerning the list of calls in the last
newsletter, of those who were at the State
College hamfest, if anyone was overlooked.
A reminder that if anyone has anythIng for
the newsletter, to send it to the QCARC
P.O. Box.

NEW BUSINESS- Request was made for
any information about a 1914 vintage
Armstrong receiver that WB3IQE has.
Motion by WA3IHK seconded by WB3IQE that
the elections be held in October of 1984.
Some discussion about the motion followed.
Motion carried. Motion by K3PS seconded by
WB3lQE to open nominations, carried.
Nominations: Pres.- WA3IHK, V.P.- N3DEO,
Treas.- K3PS, Secy.- WA3UFN. Nominations
remain open until the election.

GENERAL- All present introduced
themselves. The QCARC picnic will be Sept.
23 QTH will be announced in the
ne~sletter and on the FM Net. Motion by
WB3IQE seconded by WA3UFN that the club
purchase: soft-drinks, hotdogs,
condiments, etc., carrIed. MotIon by
WB3IQE seconded by N3DEO to adjourn,
carried.

(continued next page)



*QCARC*

*QCARC*

Minutes
ATTENDANCE-

W3WM, KA3DEO,
KA3DWR, KA3FHV,
W8JZZ, Mr.& Mrs.

(continued)
WA3IHK, K3PS, WA3UFN,

N3DEO, K3QEQ, WA3BUX,
WB3IQE, KA3MYR, KA3MKY,
Rowles, Bernie(MYR's YL)

Oh, Really?
by Bryan Simanic WA3UFN

While meandering through the Warren
Hamfest flea market this year I was
surprised at the new information that I
picked up. If you keep a sharp ear, you
can hear about all sorts of new-fangled
devices on the market.

What I heard while checking out the
small parts sections was a real education.
Here are just a few of the interesting new
parts uses.

Did you know that what I thought was
a toroid coil is actually a "pinky ring",
and what I thought was a disk capacitor is
really a hair-pin in disguise? And that
pretty colored stuff that is commonly used
to. connect peripherals to a computer,
which I thought was multi-colored, multi-
conductor ribbon cable, is actually
material for making suspenders? (Maybe I
have designer cabies on my computer!) Edge
board connectors with wire-wrap terminals
are really combs for styling hair!

Well, these are only a few of the
new high-tech uses for some of the parts
that we hams take for granted as parts for
use in electronics projects. I am sure
that I have forgotten several other
examples I heard while walking about the
hamfest. I expect that this has whetted
your appetite to find out just what the
actual uses are of many of the flea market
goodies.

*QCARC*
FOR SALE: Tektronix Oscilloscopes.

2 Model 531, and 2 Model 566 scopes, with
plug in units. In working condition.

Phone John Smith (his real name) at
653-8852.

*QCARC*
Congratulations, Sir! - QCARC member

Jon Siverling, WB3ERA has been promoted to
the rank of Captain, United States Army.
He is a communications officer with the
10th Special Forces, stationed at Fort
Devens, Massachusetts.

QCARC September Program Announcement
by Art Kunst, W3WM

Our program will be on Emergency
Communication and Preparedness and
presented by Bryan Simanlc, WA3UFN. Bryan
IS the appointed ARRL Emergency
Coordinator for Clearfield County, who has
served in this appointment for several
years. Bryan is concerned with the ability
of the amateur community to deal with
emergencies generated by weather, mostly.
As everyone knows there have been several
weather related (snow, rain, tornado)
situations this year where amateurs could
have served. We were not called upon
because the emergency wasn't great enough,
and maybe the local authorities did not
know about the role of amateur radio in
emergency communications.

Bryan will show a video film from
the ARRL titled "At Any Moment ... Amateur
Radio and Disaster Preparedness". This
film will demonstrate, in dramatic
fashion, how amateur radio can serve in
emergencies. Bryan will talk about the
local situation, and his contacts with
local authorities concerned with
emergencies. Finally he will tell us what
is required to put together a viable and
respons ive amateur rad io emergency
communications organization. It won't be
easy by a long shot, but it sure would be
worthwhile to our community. And don't
forget that in terms of the F.C.C.,
amateurs justify their service and
frequencies by their unique capability to
serve the public good in emergencies.

Just a peek at the coming program
for the QCARC October 19, 1984 meeting. It
will be our second annual computer night,
focused on ham applications. Club computer
specialists: WA3IHK, Joe; K3PS, Paul; and
WA3UFN, Bryan, will put together this
extravaganza. Our computer program last
year was very popular and we expect this
one to be even more interesting and
attractive. See the next QCARC newsletter
for full details.

*QCARC*
If you are looking for an

opportunity to use your 2-meter gear, and
win some friends for ham radio in the
process, now is the time to contact your
local police department, and offer your
"extra eyes and ears" to assist in a
Halloween anti-vandalism lookout. (=IHK)



The "Low Tech" Antenna
by Joe Shuplenls, WA3IHK

In case anyone didn't notice, I'm
stubborn. When I got my new Trans Am last
year, I had the silly idea that I didn't
want to drill any holes or scratch the
paint with a magnetic mount antenna for
2-meters. Several parking lot dents, and
many PennDOT stone chips later, I still
don't want any holes or paint scratchesr--

My need to accomodate my 2-meter
urges was thus hampered greatly by my
self-imposed antenna restrictions.
However, I am still on the repeater, with
an acceptable degree of reliability. For
those who have a similar problem of how to
get on 2-meters without defacing their new
car, or advertising the presence of an
expensive radio to would-be thieves, I
present the following.

A vertical (more or less) dipole can
be fabricated from coaxial cable, wire and
electrician's tape, and mounted incon-
spicuously near a window. All the wiring
can be hidden, and tile results are
slightly better than those with a "rubber
duck" antenna.

I started with two 20" lengths of
#18 stranded, insulated wire and 3 feet of
RG-58 coax with a UHF connector on one
end. I soldered the other end of the coax
to the wires, shield to one wire and
center conductor to the other, and covered
all connections with several layers of
tape, after putting a "flag" of tape on
the end of the wire which had been
connected to the shield.

I fished the coax to the radio
(mounted under the dash) and then fed the
"flagged" wire down along the door frame
molding nearest the dash. The "hot" wire
was temporarily taped to the plastic
covering the windshield support post,
facing the driver's side window.

Using an SWR bridge, I trimmed the
"hot" wire for the lowest SWR on 147.00
mhz, and found the length of the hot wire
for my car to be about 10 inches. This
measurement will vary for each instal-
lation, so don't be alarmed if yours is
different.

Finally, I secured the antenna to
the post using a single length of 1/2 inch
electrician's tape which covered the whole
length of wire, and we:lt a half inch
beyond that. I used blacK tape which
matched m) car's interior, but other
colors are available, too.

WkRNING: People will make fun of you
if you use this antenna, so don't tell!

Time Outs
by Ev Boden, N30EO

Fifty years ago:
At the August QCARC meeting, we

talked about the page from yesteryear
printed in the Parasitic Emission. Coming
home, I remembered an entry In the March
1984 QST 50 years ago. It told of W1QP's
good luck WIth a type 53 dual triode in a
unity coupled circuit on five and ten
meters. That following winter I built one
of those unity coupled transceivers on
five meters. It was grid modulated with an
old telephone microphone and a super-
regenerative receiver. I worked all of the
upper half of Rhode Island and over into
Fall River, Massachusetts.

II Time Out II

A couple of months ago, I received a
telephone call from the owner of the local
AM radio station [in Emporium, PAJ. He
said they had petitioned the FCC for an FM
license and their consulting engineering
firm in Maryland had advised them to get
in touch eith local hams with two rrater
equipment. The owner said he would pay us
to make signal strength studies at various
points in Emporium using a two meter
signal at the proposed transmitter site. I
explained that we cannot accept pay, but,
we would do it if he would permit us to
put a 2-meter repeater on the tower. His
reply was, he did not know what the FCC
would say about that. When their
consulting engineer called me, I told him
of the station owner's question on a
repeater. The engineer said he would
inform- the owner that FCC considers ta
2-meter antenna on a broadcast station's
tower as a public service - a real plus.

*QCARC*
Ev, N3DEO was the winner of a

Heathkit Wattmeter at the Butler Hamfest,
Sunday, September 9. (WA3UFN)

*QCARC*
Next month in the Parasitic

Emission ... The October issue will relate
to the program at the October meeting -
COMPUTERS! !! If you have an article that
would be of interest to our readers,
please get it to the club mailbox. All
articles must be RECEIVED by:

FRIDAY, OclOeER 5, 1984.



Election Notice
by Joe Shuplenls, WA3IRk

Due to the usual inclement weather
in January, and in view of the fact that
elections were last held in January 1983,
it was voted at the August meeting of the
Quad County Amateur Radio Club that
elections will be held for all club
offices at the October, 1984 meeting.

Nominations are open at this time,
and your nominations of QCARC members to
serve in club office are solicited either
at the meetings in September and October,
or by mail to the club post office box.

It is vital to the continued
existence of this club that all full
members participate in the elective
process to ensure that able officers are
chosen and supported.

*QCARC*
New back cover design by Bryan,

WA3UFN. Thanks! It really needed to be
improved!

*QCARC*

Letters to the Editor
By Joe Shuplenls, wA3IRk
Dear Joe,

I was in the Novice lisence class
you taught in ========. Since then I lost
interest in hamming I never got on the air
cause there wasnt nobody to help me get my
SWRS fixed or showed me how to tune up my
transmitter or anything

Nobody ever done nothing for feild
days or anything and I didnt no any other
novices or saw anybody from class again
either but i did go to a meeting but
everybody their argued about stuff and
nobody wants to do nothing so why bother
comming back to anymore and nobody their
wanted to answer my questions but thats
OKAY but i dont go back to because of
that. My lisence run out in december but I
herd you dont need one now so maybe i can
get it on the air if you couldnt help me
or anything? my number is ===-==== and
call me somtime OKAY.

(Name withheld)
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